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side in Cairo a costly and elaborate branch of the
Intelligence Service, which ought to have recognized
in advance the gravity of the situation. But for one
reason or another, that Service was caught asleep,
and the forces had no presentiment of danger, or even
suspicion that feeling in the country was highly
excited. Thus, when the moment of action arrived,
the troops were handled without sense of the impor-
tance of their employment.

On the 8th March 1919, within a few days of ad-
ministering their warning, military authority arrested
Saad Pasha Zaghlul, with three of his principal
lieutenants, and embarked them for Malta :l and
on the following morning demonstrations of dis-
content were made everywhere in Cairo. The first
scenes gave no indications that more serious trouble
was brewing, and the Egyptian police appeared to
have the situation well in hand. But that optimistic
belief was abandoned a few hours later, and replaced
by a truer appreciation of the facts. Numbers of
roughs and vagrants, reinforced by students, paraded
up and down the city, shouting for independence
and the return of the exiled Pashas, and at every
street corner stood an Effendi, preaching Nationalist
doctrines to any Egyptians who would stop to listen,
It was pretty clear to the observant public that
demonstration presently would develop into rioting.
That anticipation was soon fulfilled. The police and
the processions came into conflict, when shots were
exchanged and casualties suffered on both sides. The
tumult and the excitement spread rapidly into every
quarter of the town. Ugly stories were whispered of

1 Mohammed Pasha Mahmud, Ismail Pasha Sidki, and Hamid Pasha
Basel accompanied Saad, All three were distinguished and wealthy
Egyptians. The first had been educated at Balliol, Oxford, and
obtained a second class in the History Schools. The second had been
Minister of Agriculture, and the third was a leading Bedouin Notable.